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Mango’s Quest is the fifth in a series of
children’s books specifically aimed at
teaching children about the experience of
being homeless. Why is this important?
Because most people don't know that the
typical homeless person in America today
is a child. Sadly, over one million children
will be homeless tonight, and their num-
bers continue to grow.

As you read about Mango the hamster,
you and your children will learn what
homelessness is, and see the fear and
sadness that comes with not having a
home. The support the school community

provides for Mango will teach children
how they can help those less fortunate
than themselves.

I cannot think of a better educational tool
than a children’s book about homeless
animals to introduce young people to this
poverty that has become so prevalent in our
society. It is my hope that someday such

a book will no longer be needed. Working
together, we can make that happen.

Leonard N. Stern
Founder/Chairman
Homes for the Homeless, New York City
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Hi there readers! Keep an eye out for Mango's orange
paw prints throughout this story. While there are many words
that you will recognize in this book, there may be a few that
are unfamiliar. Each paw print lies next to a key vocabulary
word. At the end of the story, you will find Mango's word list
that includes simplified definitions with suggested topics and
questions for discussion.

A special note about family homelessness: while the
issue of homelessness can be a difficult topic for children, this
book can help you begin the conversation in a child-friendly
way. Please visit the Institute for Children, Poverty, and
Homelessness online at www.ICPHusa.org for further reading W
on this subject. ® /

Happy reading!
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Everyone knows hamsters like
to run, but Mango was special.

Mang o l@(gd, to run. tall. He was the pride and joy of the

second graders in Room 222.

“ Mango was soft, furry, friendly, and




Mango lived in Room 222 with his friends ~ He loved to spend his waking hours 'y

Peaches and Tangerine, and their family of = running, but he always made time to
hamster pups. play with the growing pups.

aé ¥, \




Mango, Peaches, Tangerine, and the pups all lived in a
wire cage filled with soft wood chips and a speedy silver
wheel where Mango loved to run. Buf as the pups got
bigger and bigger, they all had less and less room. Their
hamster cage was getting crowded. \y'
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B The day finally came when Tangerme. and But where will I go 27

o' Peaches had to face the facts. Tangerine sadly
explained to Mango, “We just don't have Mango asked, feeling confused, sad, and
enough room anymore. I'm afraid you're shaky inside. Tangerine hugged him and
going to have to find yourself a new home.” ‘g’ said, “I don't know. I just don’t know.”




That night, after the second graders in Room water, stuffed his cheeks full with food, and
222 were long gone and his hamster friends nosed his way out of the top of the cage.
had gone to sleep, Mango took a big sip of

&y

I~

Mango asked himself as he set off on a quest ',
to find a home of his own.




Down the hall, Mango spied Finny the Fish
in his beautiful glass aquarium.

“Finny, I have no place to run and no
place to sleep. May I stay with you
tonight?” Mango asked.

Besides, you Would havé a ha:rﬂ ﬁme =
running or sleeping underwater.”




“Gee, Mango, I wish you could, but there are
already four other lizards in this small tank.
We sleep with sun lamps on all the time, and it's

way too hot for running,” Lucy answered.

¥ Farther down the hallway, Mango found Lucy
‘¢’ the Lizard in her cozy terrarium. “Lucy, I
have no place to run or sleep. May I stay with

you tonight?”




“I'm sorry, but this cage is made for
 Besides, there’s no whee




“But where will I go, there is no place for me
anywhere!” Mango cried.

Pepper squawked back, “It seems to me that
'’ you're homeless.”

“Homeless? What is that?” Mango asked.

“It means you have no place to

Pepper replied.

live, no home of your own,”




“Wait!” Pepper shouted. “Have you heard find a warm bed for tonight and maybe
of the Mouse House?” Mango suddenly felt even a place to run.”

" . ? . . . ?Ff
better. “What is that? Where is it? “Thanks, Pepper. I'm off to the Mouse

House,” Mango called out as he headed

“It's a place you can go when you don't
s the ibr ary.

have a home. You'll see a tiny
the corner of the library. Ir

11
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g The Mowse House

Mango scooted down the hallway into the library,
ran past the librarian, and scurried over to the
back corner.

- And there it was, a tmy entrance to the Mouse

: House, nght under the blg d1ct1onary




‘.j*=.*- e F~ et ,,..f.-k ,
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Slowly, Mango crawled toward the
small hole in the wall and whispered firmly,

“Hello there. I need a place to stay.”




14

Before Mango could blink, a kindly bld pack rat
named Paulie Packrat came out the hole carrying a
long list of names.

“What'’s yauor name and where did you come
from?” he asked.

“I'm Mango. I think I'm homeless. I used to live with
Tangenne Peaches, and the hamster pups, but our
0 cage got overcrowded and I had to leave.”




“Well, Mango, you came to
the right place. The Mouse
House is full of creatures
without homes.”

Inside there were homeless ants
in community ant farms, homeless

spiders spinning community webs,

and homeless guinea pigs with

community hutches. In the corner 15
& there was a community pile of

,;aﬁ" : wood chips for homeless hamsters,

where Mango quickly fell asleep.




N

P
B

/

The next morning when the second graders “What do you think happened to him,
arrived to Room 222 they discovered that Ms. Cookie?” Jesse asked his teacher.
Mango was missing. They were all very worried.




“I'm not sure. Maybe the
hamster cage just got too

& crowded for him,” she said.

1

C e




“I know what that feels like. I used to live in an
overcrowded home,” said Lisa. “When my mom got
sick we had to move in with my aunt. But seven
people living in a small apartment became a problem.

O It was hard living doubled-up, and we had to leave.”

18
“Where did you go?” asked Mary Louise.




41, “We went to a place for families without homes. It's called a

¢ shelter. We shared a room and ate in the cafeteria. It felt like a

"'" community. Miss Michelle played games with the children after
school, and Mr. Robert helped with our homework.”

“The workers helped my mom get a new job, and find a new place
to live. “I was so happy to finally have a place of our own,”
explained Lisa.

19



" “I hope Mango finds a shelter,” said
Anna. “But we should still try to find
him and bring him back.”

“Does anyone have any ideas
for how we can help Mango

find a new place to live?”
asked Miss Cookie.




The children were eager to help. “We have an ”That’s great ” said MiSS
old hamster cage at my house!” shouted Jerry. d

“T'll get a water bottle for it,” offered Mario. COOk'ie, “now we jllSt need to

“T can get some wood chips for Mango to sleep on,” ﬁnd Man go e
said Maya.




Back at the Mouse House, Mango was learning all
about shelters. Paulie Packrat’s office was filled with
lists of animals’ names and places where they could
find new homes.

“Mango, maybe you can help me with my pile of lists
today? I need help finding new homes for lizards.”

“T would love to,” said Mango.
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“Have you seen our hamster?” they asked everyone they saw.




'-

It was Mr. Peachtree who finally 's'pot'ted_’
- Mango running outside the Mouse House.

e — —

“Hey there, Mango, a whole .

~ lot of kids have been looking
for you! Room-222 wants you

- to come home.” .

N
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@ Mango and Mr. Peachtree headed to
Room 222. The class was thrilled
to have Mango back.

Mr. Peachtree smiled and said,
O “Everyone, including a furry,
friendly hamster, needs a home.”

PEACHTREE



The next morning, Ms. Cookie helped the children
build Mango’s new home. Jerry’s old hamster

cage was perfect, and it even had a big wheel.
Maya’s water bottle fit just right. Mario’s wood

chips covered the entire cage floor. The children
put Mango’s new cage next to the one shared by
Tangerine and Peaches’s family. Mango’s eves lit up
at the sight of his new home and his old friends.



back! No one should be homeless—no one. But I
understand why I had to leave. I even made some

became homeless.” Mango smiled, “It’s good to be new friends while I was gone.”

“Welcome back, Mango!” Tangerine said. “It's
great to have you as a neighbor, and I'm sorry you




After running all day long on his big new wheel,
Mango burrowed into the soft wood chips and
"." began to drift off to sleep.

Later, the class discussed what they had learned
from Mango's and Lisa’s experiences and decided

to help other students learn about homelessness.

Just then,
Mango whispered,
“We are all part of a
community, and it takes
a community to end
homelessness.”




mango’s word I1ist - - -
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Community: n. A social group of any size whose members share a
common place to live, a common culture, or common beliefs.
Mango whispered: “It takes a community to end homelessness.”

Crowded: adj. Uncomfortably close together.
Tangerine sighed, “Mango, it's too crowded in here, and we just don't
have enough room.”

Dictionary: n. A book where you can find what words mean, how fo spell
them, and how to use them.
“There was the Mouse House, right under the big dictionary. i

Doubled-up: adj. When two families or more are sharing a single living space.
Lisa said, “It was hard living doubled-up, and we had to leave.”

Drift: v. To be carried along, as if by air or water.
‘Drifting off to sleep’ is a popular saying, meaning that one is carried off
to sleep. “Mango smiled as he drifted off to sleep.”

Fact: n. Something that is true.

The popular saying face the facts’ means that you have to accept what
is true, even if that is difficult to do. “One day, Peaches and Tangerine
had to face the facts.”

Home: n. The place where you live.
Everyone, even a hamster, needs a home of his or her own.
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Homeless: adj. A person without a place to live.
Pepper the Parrot squawked: “It looks to me like you're homeless, Mango.

You have no place to live, no home of your own.” Questions for discussion:

Housing: n. A place to live. 1. Why did Mango leave Tangerine’s cage?
Lisa’s family moved into a temporary shelter and eventually found Discuss the concept of “overcrowding”
permanent housing. and of living “doubled-up.”
Overcrowded: adj. Having too many people in one place. Similar 2. Does a shelter, like the Mouse House
to doubled-up. or the one Lisa describes, seem like a
“I know something about living in an overcrowded home,” Lisa said. good place to stay?

(uest: n. An adventure in search of something or someone. 3. What does Mango mean when he says
“Mango set off on a guest to find a home.” that “it takes a community to end

homelessness”? Do you think that

Scurry: v. To move quickly and low to the ground. Marugp is vighit?

“Mango scurried across the library floor.”

4. How could you end homelessness in

Shelter: n. A place where homeless families can get help and live for a :
your community?

short time.
“We went to a place for families without homes. It’s called a shelter.”

Terrarium: n. A glass container for plants and/or animals.
Further down the hallway, Mango found Lucy the Lizard in her cozy terrarium.

Waking hours: n. The time spent when one is not asleep.
“Mango loved to spend his waking hours running.”
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Mango’s Quest is the fifth in a series of children’s book published by
White Tiger Press. Each book addresses the issue of homelessness and poverty,
and the approachable story lines make ideal points for discussion.
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Read and collect all five!

Look for our series at your local library.

All of our publications are available for purchase online at the
Institute for Children, Poverty, and Homelessness Web site,
www.ICPHusa.org.

) Home at Last is a collection of animated videos on
’ family homelessness and poverty for grades K-5,
based on the children’s books by Ralph da Costa Nunez.

For bonus content, including a Learning Toolbox for educators,
author interviews, activities and games, and ideas for helping
in your community, or for more information on how to order,
please go to: www.ICPHusa.org/HomeAtLast or email:

""L' T . info@ICPHusa.org.
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White Tiger Press www.ICPHusa.org It Takes a Community to End Homelessness
www.whitetigerpress.org www.ICPHusa.org www.hfhnyc.org

All of the children’s books published by White Tiger Press are the result of a collaboration between three
organizations: White Tiger Press, the Institute for Children, Poverty, and Homelessness, and Homes for the
Homeless. Please visit our Web sites for further information on family homelessness and to see what is being
done every day in New York City and around the country to educate the public about family homelessness
and to describe some of the approaches that are at work to end homelessness for all children and families.
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Mango was a soft, furry, friendly, and tall hamster who is
remembered for his bravery, courage, and fantastic sense of humor.

Mango’s Quest tells the tall tale of a young, orange-colored
hamster who must leave his safe and warm cage in Room 222.
Homeless and looking for a place to sleep, he ventures outside
of his classroom to search for a new home and befriends many

exciting characters on his journey. Together, they help him to find
his way back to Room 222 where he discovers a home of his own.
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