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Beyond housing, 
invest in youths’ potential







Beyond housing, 
make the invisible, visible





I was sleeping on the streets before I got arrested, sleeping in a 
bus station or in motels when I could. I took drugs not to think 

about. Not to think about the fact that I might not have 
somewhere to stay, that I might have to sleep on the street. 

I'm ashamed of it. 

I just wanted stability. I didn't have anything stable, anywhere 
stable to live. I just wanted stability.



Voices of Youth Count is an national, mixed-methods research and policy initiative
linking evidence to action to end youth homelessness.

A public-private partnership



chapinhall.org
voicesofyouthcount.org



A broad & hidden challenge

(Source: VoYC National Survey)



Rural youth 
homelessness is 
especially hidden



Blurry lines: youth & family homelessness

(Source: VoYC Brief Youth Surveys)



Beyond housing, 
center equity





Disproportionality & intersectionality

(Source: VoYC National Survey)



LGBTQ youth come into systems with more adversities



Beyond housing, 
insist on youth collaboration & 

agency





[T]he best intervention will be breaking the cycle… [I]t ends up 
costing you more money to whoever’s funding or however it’s 
being funded if you don’t… solve a problem now. So I think it 

takes actually listening to us and what we’re seeing…

- Young adult with lived experience in NYC



It sounds simple…
… but it runs against a long, 
racialized, and deeply 
institutionalized history of 
paternalism and social control in 
U.S. poverty governance.



Beyond housing, 
move upstream





A comprehensive approach



1 in 4 youth 
interviewed in 5 

communities had 
prior experiences of 

family homelessness 
or housing instability

(Source: VoYC In-depth Interviews)



Working across systems

46% 
Ever in Detention or 

Incarceration
vs. 15% of general (older) 

youth population

29%
Ever in Foster Care
vs. 2% of general youth 

population

34%
Had < high school 

diploma/GED 
(ages 18-25)

vs. 11% of general youth 
population

(Source: VoYC Youth Count Surveys)





(Source: VoYC National Survey)



Beyond housing,
show what’s possible
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