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Geographic Differences 
in Reason for Shelter 
Application and Entry
In all but four of the 59 New York City  
community districts, eviction was the  
leading reason families listed for  
applying to shelter. 
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Most Common Reason for Families with Children to 
Apply for Shelter, by Community District
FY 2012 through First Half of FY 2015*

Reasons for Shelter Application 
n 	Domestic Violence
n 	Eviction
n 	Discord

 *Data were provided through the first half of FY 2015 (July–December 2014).

Source: New York City Department of Homeless Services, unpublished data tabulated  
by the Institute for Children, Poverty, and Homelessness, FY 2012–FY 2015.
 

While New York City homeless prevention 
policy focuses on eviction, this issue  
may be only a symptom of the underlying 
problem. The factors driving homeless-
ness are more complex.
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The most frequent reason that  
families were found eligible to enter  
shelter by community district was  
split fairly evenly between eviction  
(30 community districts) and domestic  
violence (27 community districts).  

Most Common Reason Families with Children  
Were Found Eligible, by Community District
FY 2012 through First Half of FY 2015*

Reasons for Shelter Eligibility 
n 	Domestic Violence
n 	Eviction
n 	 Immediate Return
n 	Overcrowding

K11

K12 K14

K16

K17

K18

B05

M03

B09

M11

M11

B02

K05

Q12

Q03

K07

K10

M05
M04

B01

B04

K06 K08

K09

K03 K04

Q05

M10

M07

K13

Q10

Q07

M06

M08

B07

Q09

Q08

B08

Q04

B12

Q14

Q14K15

B03
B06

B10

B11

K01

K02

M09

M12

Q13

Q01

Q01

Q02

S03

S02

S01

Q11

M02

M01
Q06

Corona

BaysideAstoria

Tribeca

Chelsea

Midwood

Glendale

Flushing

Elmhurst
Woodside

Canarsie

Bushwick

Flatbush

Briarwood

Woodhaven

Rego
Park

Ridgewood

Sunnyside

Bay 
Ridge

UnionportConcourse

Soundview

Riverdale

St. 
Albans

Park 
Slope

Greenpoint

Morrisania

Mott 
Haven

Murray
Hill

East 
Harlem

Fort 
Greene

Brownsville

Sunset 
Park

Bensonhurst

Throgs 
Neck

Forest 
Hills

Howard 
Beach

Borough 
Park

Coney 
Island

Williamsburg

High- 
bridge

East 
Tremont

Bedford
Park

Fresh
Meadows

East 
New YorkCrown

Heights

Queens 
Village

Jamaica
Center

Central
Harlem

Manhattanville

Sheepshead
 Bay

Pelham
Parkway

Williamsbridge

Jamaica
Estates

Upper 
West 
Side

Upper 
East 
Side

Brooklyn 
Heights

Battery
Park
City

Washington
Heights

Bedford-
Stuyvesant

Hunts
Point

Jamaica
 Hills

East 
Flatbush

Rockaways

University
Heights

St. George

Tottenville

South
Beach

Rosedale

South
Ozone
Park

 *Data were provided through the first half of FY 2015 (July–December 2014).

Source: New York City Department of Homeless Services, unpublished data tabulated  
by the Institute for Children, Poverty, and Homelessness, FY 2012–FY 2015.

Policies focused solely on housing are 
clearly limited. At the community level,  
domestic violence plays an equally import-
ant role as eviction in shelter entry. 


